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Legal league leaders
! STRONG SHOWING BY LAW FIRMS DESPITE SIGNS RECESSION IS HAVING IMPACT
The top spot in this year’s
Legal 500 regional
heavyweights table is shared
by Freeth Cartwright, with
offices in Leicester,
Nottingham and Derby, along
with Nottingham firms
Browne Jacobson and
Eversheds.

The annual guide described

CREDENTIALS:Geraint Davies, of Howes Percival

Commercial litigation

HIGHLIGHTS for Chris Saul’s
team at Harvey Ingram in-
clude acting for a major defence
and aerospace industry client
and a £4m dispute over liability
for a defective sprinkler system.
Peter Jennings adds intellectu-
alpropertyexperience.

Geraint Davies at Howes Per-
cival demonstrated the team’s
credentials last year with in-
structions from HM Revenue
andCustomstorecover£10m.

Commercial dispute specialist
Mukesh Patel moved from HBJ
Gately Wareing to Freeth
Cartwright in 2008, where he
adds “incisive intellect and a de-
termined approach”, while
former Nelsons partner Chris
Greenwell has taken his litiga-
tion experience toHBJGateley
Wareing.
Spearing Waite’s Jonathan

Wheeler settled a £1m partner-
ship drawings dispute in a na-
tional law firm, while Ashwin
Mody is noted for his “technical
expertiseandprofessionalism”.

Crime, fraud and licensing

Commercial property

the firm as “another regional
success story” which is recog-
nised beyond the East Mid-
lands, although its property and
development could be a stum-
bling block in the current cli-
mate.

Meanwhile, the third tier is
shared by Leicester firm Har-
vey Ingram along with Howes
Percival, with offices in
Leicester and Northampton,
and Nelsons, with offices in
Derby, Leicester and Notting-
ham.

In a stark sign of the economic

times we live in, this year’s
heavyweights table differs from
previous years as it lacks detail
onthenumberof feeearners.

A spokesman for the authors of
the guide said the economic cli-
mate meant some firms had
“not been as forthcoming”
about offering up figures on the
numberofpeopletheyemploy.

Because the deadline for in-
formation was six months ago,
the authors believed the threat
of job cuts during the recession
meant figures might be out of
datebytimeofpublication.

SPEARING WAITE dealt with
£440m-plus of transactions in
2008.
Freeth Cartwright special-

ists include Simon Abbott,
Richard Osborn and Sophie
Philippon-Thomas.

Michael Park’s propety fund-
ing and development practice at
HBJ Gateley Wareing is well-
respected by fellow lawyers. A
majorclient isProLogis.

Howes Percival’s work
ranges from acquisitions for
high street retail brands to in-
vestmentsiteacquisitions.

James Coningsby leads Nel-
sons’ team, where recent in-
structions included advice on
investment property for pen-
siontrusteesandcharities.
Marrons has been involved in

the sale and purchase of land for
residentialandretailpurposes.

CARTWRIGHT KING is rated
“very highly” by peers and part-
ners are seen as “first-rate and
buzzingwithideas”.

Mark Wilson and Lynn
Bleakley handled fraud cases
totalling £2bn in 2008, while the
crime team, led by Richard
Boucher, defends murder, fire-
armsanddrugssupplycases.

Also praised are Andrew
Brammer, Sundeep Soor and Si-
monGelsthorpe.

Experience offered by Stephen
Chittenden’s team at Smith
Partnership ranges from cor-
porate defence on health and
safety to local authority, motor
andmurderdefences.
Freeth Cartwright’s “dedic-

ated” licensing team, headed by
Malcolm Radcliffe processes ap-

plications for clients including
Aldi.

Long recognised in the
Leicester licensed trade, Frank
Whale at Harvey Ingram saw
to the licensing of Leicester’s
Curvetheatrein2008.

MOVE: Chris Greenwell
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CASES:Mark Wilson

Employment

DAVID Potter at Freeth
Cartwright has a “first-class”
approach, while Harvey In-
gram defended a sex discrimin-
ation case involving a damages
claimofmorethan£250,000.
HBJ Gateley Wareing’s An-

drew Macmillan is praised,
along with Howes Percival’s
Paula Bailey and Graham Irons.
Nelsons’ team has tested
“groundbreaking” points in
tribunals.
Smith Partnership advised

three contractors on an out-
sourcing deal, while Weight-
mans advises Leicester County
Councilandtwopoliceforces.

Intellectual
property/information
technology

THE team at Howes Percival
had success in passing off and
trade mark infringement ac-
tions.

Most of its instructions are on
contentious matters, but the
team is also active for retail,
healthcare and manufacturing
clientssuchasEasyCar.

Simon Bates heads HarveyIn-
gram’s commerce and techno-
logy team, which advises clients
on IT purchase, licence and soft-
wareagreements.

advice@cartwrightking.co.uk
Offices in Leicester, Nottingham, Birmingham, Derby & Sheffield

Leicester (24hrs)

0116 253 9222

Niche specialists in...
business defence

FRAUD
HMRC
BIS
OFT

HEALTH& SAFETY
ENVIRONMENT AGENCY
TRADING STANDARDS
LOCAL AUTHORITIES &

PLANNING
MOTORING LAW
PROFESSIONAL
DISCIPLINE

www.cartwrightking.co.uk

Wilson Browne LLP has a proven track record of delivering
a quality service built around achieving successful
outcomes. This is because we treat each of you and your
needs as individual. Our Leicester office can offer legal
advice on:

Contact us today on 0116 251 7181 or email us at
wb.leicester@wilsonbrowne.co.uk.
6 Peacock Lane, Leicester, LE1 5PS

www.wilsonbrowne.co.uk
We are delighted to be recognised by the Legal 500 for
our work in personal injury, clinical negligence, family law
and in the housing sector. This is a testament to the legal

expertise and client service we deliver.

• Conveyancing –
property purchases or
sales & HIPs.
• Private Client -
Wills, inheritance tax,
administration of
estates, trusts &
charities.

• Family -
divorce, finances,
children, adoption & care.
• Litigation - commercial
and individual clients.
• Commercial - a complete
service to businesses
whatever their size.

…for all sorts of
individual needs.

A variety of legal
services …
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! REVEALED – PEOPLE AND BUSINESSES SETTING THE PACE IN THE LEGAL SECTOR

Firms leading theway
Banking and finance

PICTURE: 196311

AIM:Managing partner Simon Astill, Stephen Woolfe and deputy managing partner Robert Rose

Personal tax, trusts
and probate

HEAD of the private team at
Freeth Cartwright, Nigel Cul-
len is overseeing the adminis-
tration of more than 100 estates
and 200 charitable, family and
personal injurytrusts.

Mark Keeley recently settled a
contentious probate case in-
volvinganestateof£50m.

Three partners and six associ-
ates form Harvey Ingram’s de-
partment in Leicester, handling
inheritance tax planning and
wealth protection among oth-
ers.

Richard Grosberg leads Nel-
sons’ practice, drafting more
than 1,000 wills and dealing
withseveral£1m-plusestates.
Wilson Browne’s experi-

enced team offers advice on
matters including administra-
tionof largeestates.

Family

HARVEY INGRAM joins the top
tier thanks to the value of its
matrimonial work and reputa-
tion of Jane Cowley. The firm
frequently deals with cases in-
volving offshore assets and ag-
riculturalsettlements.
Nelsons lost three key players

in 2008, including Hilary Free-
man, but the firm continues to
undertake complex childcare
cases nationally and focuses on
publicly-fundedwork.
Smith Partnership’s Ruth

Jones and Muctar Johal are
singled out, as are Jonathan
Foster and Swati Somaiya at
SpearingWaite.
Wilson Browne’s seven part-

nershaveachildcarefocus.

Property litigation

HOWES PERCIVAL added new cli-
ents such as Wickes and Travis Per-
kins.

A highlight was succeeding in the
Court of Appeal on a city centre de-
velopmentcase.

Harvey Ingram’s team supports
the firm’s property and retail
groups, acting for several high street
names, while Spearing Waite acted
for landlords, tenants and de-
velopers.

Planning

MARRONS consolidated its pos-
ition as the leading planning
firm in the region and clients in-
clude National Grid Property
andBarrattStrategic.
Harvey Ingram’s Paul Hunt

Debt recovery

Personal injury and clinical negligence: Defendant

WEIGHTMANS has 11 partners in-
volved in defending claims against
employers, the majority of which are
volume matters for insurers, large
corporatesandlocalauthorities.

Gloria Ginvert and Mike Simpson
are singled out for expertise. The
firm is noted as “a leader in its field”
indiseaseclaims.
Freeth Cartwright has “notable

success rates” in defence of public li-
ability, industrial disease and fatal
accidentcases,oftenforinsurers. EXPERTISE:Gloria Ginvert

Charities

NEW entry Freeth Cartwright’s
charities group, under Robert Nieri,
focuses on mid-sized charities
throughout the East Midlands and
gained The Woodland Trust as a new

client in 2008. Nelsons won Home-
start UK as a new national client in
2008, which has added to its other cli-
ents including the National Space
Centre.

Environment

conducted judicial review chal-
lenges around the Midlands last
year.

MOVING to the top tier, Nelsons
has the ability to collect nation-
al and international business-
to-business debt for more than
450 clients including Credit
Suisse.

Clients report a “very high
levelofservice”.

Winning five new clients last
year, including VW Finance, the
team at HBJ Gateley Wareing
specialises in asset finance and
banking litigation, fraud cases

and consumer credit disputes,
while Smith Partnership has
carried out high-volume debt
recovery for clients such as
NestorHealthcare.

Construction

NELSONS advised Leicester
Theatre Trust on the funding
andconstructionofCurve.

The firm also acted for de-
veloper Westleigh on a £16m
housingdevelopment.

Insolvency and
corporate recovery

CHRIS Radford’s team at HBJ
Gateley Wareing has worked
on sales of insolvent businesses
from banks and insolvency
practitioners such as HSBC and
PricewaterhouseCoopers.

Simon Baigent at Freeth
Cartwright took on the admin-
istration of a high-turnover
companyfromBDOLondon.

Harvey Ingram’s Sean Mor-
an recently appointed English
administrators over a French
company.

At Nelsons, Melanie Oswin
specialises in property issues,
while Ashwin Mody at Spear-
ingWaite is“excellent”.

Health and safety

Public sector

WEIGHTMANS acts for several
local and police authorities in
theEastMidlands.

The team’s “added-value deliv-
ery and strength in depth has
provedanasset”.

Personal injury and
clinical negligence:
Claimant

Corporate tax

SPECIALIST tax advice is avail-
able at Howes Percival from
MikeHollis, followingthe
departureofJamesMorris.

Corporate and commercial

EMMA Tattersdill is an environ-
mental specialist at Marrons
and assists developers and oth-
ers on issues such as contamin-
ated land, emissions and nature
conservation.

THE clinical negligence team at
Freeth Cartwright is headed
byMikeBird.

The firm is experienced in
areas including spinal injury
andindustrialdisease.

An 18-strong personal injury
team at Harvey Ingram fo-
cuses on high-value claims for
accidents involving damages in
excessof£1m.

Leading individuals are Kath-
ryn Hart, Steven Baylis and
RobertRose.
Wilson Browne has a team of

experienced clinical negligence
practitioners.

CARTWRIGHT KING’S “dynam-

ic” partners have secured suc-
cesses in cases in the construc-
tion, care and landlord sectors,
among others, and clients note
the skills of Andrew Brammer,
Lynn Bleakley and Mark
Wilson.

THE Leicester office of Freeth
Cartwrightwas the hub for one
of the firm’s most complex
transactions of 2008, led by
RobertRowley.

David West advised Catapult
Venture Managers on two re-
gional investments.

Roy Botterill’s team at Harvey
Ingram continued to assist Vis-
ion Express in its expansion
throughacquisition.

Simon Bates provides advice

to the likes of Caterpillar Inc.
The Howes Percival team in
Leicester, headed by Jit Singh,
completed 25 deals in 2008, in-
cluding acquisitions for long-
standingclientsBensonBox.
HBJ Gateley Wareing, enter-

ing the table this year, saw
Gareth John advise new client
Dunelm on its £5m acquisition
of theDormabrand.
Spearing Waite appointed

KateBlankasdepartmenthead.

SUCCESSFUL: Roy Botterill, a partner at Harvey Ingram

HBJ GATELEYWAREING
becomes one of the three
firms offering premium
banking advice.
Partners Gareth John and

Mark Rutherford special-
ise in corporate and ac-
quisition finance with

Andy Matthews in prop-
erty finance.
Managing partner of Har-

vey Ingram, Simon Astill,
and partner Jit Patel have
seen the firm become the
only East Midlands firm
on the HSBC property fin-

ance panel in the past year,
complementing their roles
for RBS and Lloyds TSB.

Howes Percival is de-
scribed as “a regional firm
that is comparable to lar-
ger London firms for qual-
ity of service”.
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Always part
of the solution

T: +44 (0)116 254 5454
www.harveyingram.com

Don’t just take our word for it...

... prices are competitive;
they provide a professional
yet friendly service and are
a pleasure to deal with

The Legal 500 has confirmed what
we’ve known all along. In addition
to our expert technical knowledge,
it is recognised that the partnerships
we form with our clients keep them
coming back to us.

To find out how we can form a great
partnership with you, contact Alison
Neate on 0116 247 2001 or email
alison.neate@smithpartnership.co.uk.

The Legal 500, 2009

www.smithpartnership.co.uk
14 York Road, Leicester, LE1 5TS

0116 247 2000
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www.howespercival.com

HOWES PERCIVAL LEICESTER.
A PERFECT FIT FOR BUSINESS.
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