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EXPERTISE: Anna O’Kane

THE East Midlands is well
served by road, rail and air,
making it an ideal location for
events aimed at local, national
and international audiences.

Even during the credit crunch,
business visitors continue to
bring their custom to the area,
boostingthelocaleconomy.

Leicestershire has one of the
most culturally diverse busi-
ness and social communities in
the country, well served by aca-
demic, cultural and business
support organisations like
BusinessLink.

This diversity means
Leicestershire is becoming syn-
onymous with innovation, sci-
ence and creativity – all success-
fully attracting major regenera-
tion programmes aimed at in-
creasing the potential of the
area.

Leicestershire as a county has
a lot to offer the business visitor
and boasts all the benefits of city
life combined with beautiful
countryside.

Local hotels and event venues
are benefiting thanks to corpor-
ate hospitality events, away-day
meetings, exhibitions and
launches. In addition, a whole
host of ancillary businesses are
providing services to the cor-

porate market including event
organisers, marketing compan-
ies, electricians, exhibition dis-
play equipment manufacturers,
caterers, printers, marquee
suppliers, audiovisual equip-
ment providers and incentives

specialists. With all this expert-
ise on hand, it’s not surprising
that many companies hand over
the organisation of their event
to a third party to take care of
everything from booking the
venue and guest speaker

through to catering and hiring
equipment.

In addition to a number of ma-
jor tourist attractions, there is
an amazing diversity of venues
in Leicestershire including edu-
cational establishments, hotels,
business facilities and sports
locations. So there’s something
to suit just about every style of
event from historic charm and
aristocratic grandeur to state of
the art business and perform-
ancefacilities.

Leicestershire is also bursting
with cultural and arts-related
events and facilities –
everything within easy reach
and, as a result, very attractive
to business and leisure visitors
alike.

Anna O’Kane, Regional Events
Manager for EMB Ltd, the or-
ganisation responsible for de-
livering the regional Business
Link, Train to Gain and UKTI
services across the East Mid-
lands, says: “It is well recog-
nised that the East Midlands

has some of the best conference
facilities available in the UK
and that is why many interna-
tional companies choose to
comeherefortheirevents.

“It’s great that Leicestershire
offers such a comprehensive
range of quality venues in a loc-
ation that is easily accessible
both nationally and interna-
tionally.”

The effective use of technology
can enhance company present-
ations, from eye-catching visu-
als through to video-conferen-
cing and webcasting – enabling
more flexibility for corporate
events.

Anna continues: “Any com-
pany choosing Leicestershire to
host their event has access to
some of the best technology and
expertiseinthecountry.

‘‘Business tourism makes a
significant contribution to the
local economy. Business Link is
committed to making sure even
more people realise just what
Leicestershirehastooffer.”

A warm welcome to business
ADVERT I S ING FEATURE

DIVERSITY: Leicestershire has a lot to offer.

Conference Exhibition
& Event
Management
Guide
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new service: full event management
passion for delivering unforgettable events

focus the mind

from 2 to 2,000 delegates

3 versatile, ultra modern conference venues

4 star facilities, mobility 3 accredited

everything you need to achieve your goals

visit imago at the
World of Learning Conference and Exhibition

30th September – 1st October 2009
Birmingham, NEC, stand B20

Junction 23 M1 Loughborough University Leicestershire
08450 364624 www.welcometoimago.com
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SUPPORT: Eric Carveth

Make sure you plan for success

ADVERT I S ING FEATURE

WITH budgets being trimmed,
making sure your event pro-
duces the best possible results
for your business is even more
important.

Project planning and manage-
ment are vital to ensure it
comes in on time, on budget and
ontarget.

The following key points
should be considered before you
begin to arrange your event:
Who is managing the project,
the purpose of the event, your
target audience, the type of
event, location/venue,
dates/time,budget,evaluation.

You should identify the relev-

ant people in your organisation
who can discuss and agree a
written plan to address these
points. Once you have an agreed
plan, you will find it much easi-
er to look at the details such as
speakers, dates, venue capabil-
ities, catering requirements
andstaffing.

BUSINESS Link aims to
provide help and support for
businesses to start, grow and
succeed – the organisation is
the access channel for business
help and support across all sec-
tors in the East Midlands.

Anyone planning an event
would do well to contact Busi-
ness Link. With the help of an
experienced business adviser
you have access to an unrivalled
network of organisations and
information and stand the best
chance of getting the most from
yourevents.

Business Link is not only
working with local businesses
to help ensure their events are a
success. It also works with its
partners to promote the region
andthefacilities itoffers.

The diversity and strength of
the East Midlands business
community puts it in a good pos-
ition to weather the current eco-
nomicuncertainties.

Eric Carveth, Leicestershire
Area Manager for the regional
Business Link service says it is
important businesses make the
mostof thehelpavailable.#

Access to expertise

“Those businesses that are
flexible and start to work
smarter and more effectively
are the ones that are best placed
togrowandsucceed.”

In the next 12 months, a host of
events is scheduled across
Leicestershire aimed at provid-
ing access to information and
advice to stimulate business
growthincluding:
! Geographical Information
System Business Breakfast,
Wednesday, 7.30-9.30am, Walk-
ers Stadium, Leicester. Geo-
graphical Information plays an

increasingly important role in
many areas of our lives this
event is a great opportunity to
understand how GI Systems can
beusedinthebusinessworld.
! Leicestershire Business
Event, Thursday, 9.30am-
4.30pm, Walkers Stadium,
Leicester. Leicestershire's
premier business to business
exhibition and networking
event.
! Pricing for Success, October
14, 8-11am, NSPCC National
Training Centre, Leicester. This
event aims to illustrate why pri-
cingissoimportanttobusiness.
! Understanding Pre-Qualific-
ation Questionnaires, October
19, 9am-5pm, Leicester Race-
course.Afreeworkshop.
! Is it for you ? Saturday, Octo-
ber 31, 10am-4pm, The Walkers
Stadium. Free event for anyone
wanting help and advice on
startingtheirownbusiness

For information on local
events, email info@business-
linkem.co.uk, call 0845 058 6644,
or visit www.business-
link.gov.uk/eastmid-
lands/events.

Winner ‘Best Value for Money
Conference Venue’ in the UK*

For all your conference, meeting and accommodation
needs – central to you
Leicester Conferences is the dedicated award winning conference and events team within
the University of Leicester; one of Leicester and East Midlands’ most versatile conference,
meeting and accommodation venues.

Tel: 0116 271 9933 · Email: conferences@le.ac.uk · Web: www.leicesterconferences.co.uk
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* * * Contact us for exceptional residential conference rates! * * *

• Excellent value for money

• Fully equipped state-of-the-art
meeting rooms

• Free fixed and wireless internet access

• Quality in-house catering

• Residential facilities for 22 weeks of
the year during spring, summer and
Christmas vacations

• Three star rated accommodation with
Visit Britain

• Beautiful surroundings including a 16 acre
botanic garden

• Large dining halls and private hospitality rooms

• Accessibility for wheelchair users

• Free parking

All inclusive delegate rates start from £22.50 (ex. VAT)

Residential packages from £25.50 (ex. VAT)

Currently available:
■ Ground floor Conference Centre with a variety of rooms ideal
for meetings, conferences, training courses, presentations
or workshops

■ Our fully accessible and environmentally friendly modern building
can cater for all needs

■ Designated break out areas for a wide range of refreshments
and food selection freshly prepared by our in-house caterers

■ Tailored made packages are available. Let our experienced and
dedicated staff help to ensure your event runs smoothly

■ Competitve rates available with discounts for
block bookings and local charitites

Voluntary Action LeicesterShire

are adding a new
conference suite
opening end of
October 2009

Comprising of:
■ Large purpose built 120 seater

conference room with state of the art
audio visual equipment and stage area

■ 6 additional diverse meeting rooms on
the same floor

For more information contact 0116 258 0666
or email foh@valonline.org.uk
Or visit 9 Newarke Street, Leicester, LE1 5SN
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