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Dear Applicant

Thanks for your interest in Jonathan Wilkes’  Stoke’s Top Talent 09!  
If your initial application is successful you will be invited to attend a first audition at The Victoria Hall on Saturday 13th June or Sunday 14th June 2009.  If you are successful at that audition you will be invited to attend a call-back on Sunday 21st June 2009.  50 performers will then be selected to proceed to the live heats at The Regent Theatre in the first week of September. 

It is very important that you give us as much information as possible on this initial application form – this is your first chance to convince us of your talent! 

What to do now:

· Read through the rules of application.

· Once you are happy that you comply with the rules, complete the information form below and return to us as soon as possible. The deadline for return of the application form is Friday 29th May 2009.  Any applications received after this date will not be considered.

· In June we will write to let you know if you have been selected to attend the first open auditions and send you details of the open audition process.  Please don’t expect to hear from us before then.  

· At this stage it is very important that you give us as much information as possible – so please feel free to enclose additional sheets and any other information that you think will be relevant.  

· Please enclose a colour photograph of yourself with this application form.  If you have demo tapes, CDs or video footage of yourself performing please include that along with your application.

· Most important of all you must sign the disclaimer form and return it with your application form.  If you are aged 16 or under you must get a parent or guardian to sign the disclaimer as well – and you should have a parent or guardian with you throughout your involvement in the competition.
· Application forms and your disclaimer should be returned ASAP to:  
Laura Bell, Stoke’s Top Talent 09, Victoria Hall, Bagnall Street, ST1       3AD
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COMPETITION RULES
· All applicants must reside within 1 hour’s drivetime of The Regent Theatre as defined by the organisers.

· The competition is not open to those employed by The Regent Theatre or Victoria Hall, Ambassador Theatre Group, The Sentinel, Signal Radio, First Family Entertainment or their family members.

· Applicants must be non-professional (may have been paid to perform before, but should not have relied on performance income as their main source of income).

· Your performance should be suitable for a family audience and should not make use of foul language or be considered offensive in any way.

· If you are using equipment of any kind in your act, you should be confident that the equipment is well-maintained and safe.  The decision of the stage manager will be final in all matters of this nature.

· If you are 16 or younger you must have the permission of a parent/guardian to apply and you must be accompanied by a parent/guardian at all auditions and performances.

· Applicants must provide their own costumes/outfits, backing music on CD and any other props or equipment required for their performance and arrange their own transport to and from auditions/heats.  The Regent Theatre will provide microphones, PA and lighting.  If you have special requirements please make sure these are made clear on your initial application form.

· All applicants must be available to attend a first audition at The Victoria Hall on Saturday 13th or Sunday 14th June 2009, a call-back on Sunday 21st June 2009, one of four heats between Monday 7th and Friday 11th September 2009, and the Grand Final on Saturday 12th September 2009. All applicants must also be available to perform in the pantomime between 10th December 2009 – 10th January 2010 as well as rehearsals when required. 
· The winner will be offered the opportunity to appear in The Regent Theatre’s pantomime between Thursday 10th December 2009 and Sunday 10th January 2010.  Exact details will be confirmed once the winner is decided and the competition is complete. The decisions of the judges and organisers of the competition are final.  No correspondence will be entered into.
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APPLICATION FORM

Personal Information

Name

………………………………………………………………………………

Stage Name or name of Act (if different)

 ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Age

…………………………………………                                

Are you
MALE / FEMALE (delete as applicable)

Occupation
…………………………………………………………………………………………

Address
………………………………………………………………………



……………………………………………………………………… 



………………………………………………………………………

Postcode
………………………………………………………………………

Telephone (Day)
……………………………….

Telephone (Eve)
……………………………….

Telephone (Mobile)
……………………………….

Email Address
……………………………………………………………….
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Your Talent

Describe your act / performance

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Number of participants in your act/performance  ………………………

Approximate length of your act/performance 
  ……………………….

(Please note that time will be limited during the heats and your act/performance should be easily adaptable)

Special Requirements (access requirements, equipment, staging requirements etc) – please give details on a separate sheet if necessary.

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

Have you performed on stage before? (please give details)

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

How long have you been performing?
……………………………….

Have you performed professionally? (please give details)

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………
About You

Hobbies, Interests, Other Information

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

How long have you lived in the Stoke On Trent area?
……………………………….

What is your ultimate ambition?

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Describe yourself in three words
……………………………………………………………..

Please write a brief statement in no more than 100 words explaining why you are Stoke On Trent’s biggest talent and what you would bring to the panto production.

Return your application form, photograph and your disclaimer to:

Laura Bell, Stoke’s Top Talent 09, Victoria Hall, Bagnall Street, ST1 3AD
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DISCLAIMER

Please read the disclaimer carefully, sign and return to us with your application form.  Any forms received without the disclaimer properly signed will not be considered for the competition.

I confirm that I have read, understood and comply with all the rules for ‘Stoke’s Top Talent’.  

I understand that during the course of the auditions, heats and finals my performance may be filmed, I may be photographed and the video and photographs may be broadcast or published in a variety of publications, online and on the radio.  

I am happy for this to happen.

(If 16 or under)

I understand that I must get this form signed by a parent or guardian and that a parent or guardian must be present with me throughout the auditions and performances.

SIGNED (Applicant) ……………………………………………………………………………………………

DATE: …………………………….

If you are 16 or under please get a parent or guardian to sign as well.
If you are 16 or under and part of a group the above applies. Alternatively a representative of the group who is over 16 may sign on behalf of the group providing they have parental permission for each participant who is 16 or under. 
SIGNED (Parent or Guardian) ……………………………………………………………………………..

DATE: …………………………….

RETURN THIS DISCLAIMER, TOGETHER WITH YOUR APPLICATION TO:

Laura Bell, Stoke’s Top Talent 09, Victoria Hall, Bagnall Street, Stoke-on-Trent, ST1 3AD

Disclaimer: Stoke's Top Talent is not connected to 'Britain's Got Talent' or the 'Got Talent' brand in any way.
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